Readings for Advent Sunday

30" November 2025

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between
the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob,

come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14

Brothers and sisters, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation
is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Gospel: St Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus spoke to his disciples: ‘About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man

is coming at an unexpected hour.’

A Reflection for Advent Sunday
From Rev’d David Higgon

| have always found Advent an odd season, odd in the sense that it is bi-polar. There is a bi polarity of purposes, firstly

it is meant to prepare us for the season of Christmas in a similar way in which Lent prepares us for Easter but without



the penitence and fasting, but rather with mince pies, mulled wine and carolling. At the same time it is meant to be

a sacred time of preparation for the much more serious event of the second coming of Christ.

We find the preparation for Christmas much easier to deal with because we know what to expect, we know the story
of the infant Jesus born over 2000 years ago and Christians, and indeed non-Christians, have celebrated the festival
of Christmas since at least the fourth century. It was celebrated in England from the time of Augustine in the sixth
century but I’'m not sure about Scotland, except that | know that it was suppressed by law from 1560 for over 400

years.

As far as the church is concerned Christmas doesn’t start until Christmas Day on 25" December, although to everyone
outside the church, Christmas seems to get earlier every year; it is the release of John Lewis’s Christmas TV ad in the

first week of November that is the unofficial kick off time.

Now | have no wish to have a rant about the commercialisation of Christmas and how it lost it has true meaning.
When and how people wish to celebrate Christmas is up to them and | have no wish to pour cold water on their
celebrations, Afterall, the early church probably hijacked some existing pagan festival as a convenient time to
celebrate Jesus ‘birth. In truth we don’t know what time of the year Jesus was born, so we can hardly complain when

others see it as a good excuse for a knees up.

However, for people of faith the period leading up to Christmas, the Advent season, is a sacred time not only to
prepare for the incarnation of God as a human baby, but also to prepare for the second coming of Christ, which is
even more elusive and intangible and beyond our imagining than the birth of the Christ, the Messiah. it is something
that we may try to anticipate but it is far beyond our grasp, and unlike the Christmas which we associate with peace
and good will, the language sometimes used around the second coming, are words associated with darkness and sin,
final judgement and eternal damnation rather than light love and peace. I’'m sure this contributes to our reluctance
to engage with it, but | believe we should be anticipating Christ’s second coming with the same sense of joy and
celebration that we have for his first coming amongst us, not least because the two are intrinsically interlinked and

are harnessed together.

Our Advent course this year is centred around the great O antiphons of Advent, which musically and beautifully
express the interweaving of our preparation for Christmas with Christ’s second coming. An antiphon is simply a short
chant or verse said or sung before and after a canticle , a psalm like song based on a passage of scripture which in
the case of Advent antiphons is the Magnificat, Mary’s response found in Luke’s Gospel to the announcement that

she is the one chosen to be the mother of the Messiah.

The great O advent antiphons inspired one of the best-known advent hymns, ‘O come O come Emmanuel’, where

each verse is a poetic rendition of each antiphon.

Each antiphon calls on Jesus to come to us, using a title that reveals something of his divine identity:

O Sapientia — Wisdom — come from on high and teach us prudence.
O Adonai — God our master - come and redeem us.
O Radix — Root of Jesse - come and deliver and delay no longer.

O Clavis — Key of David - come and release the prisoner from darkness and death.



O Oriens —Morning star - splendour of light eternal - come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death.
O Rex Gentium — King of the nations - come and save the human race.
O Emmanuel — The hope of the nations — come and save us O lord our God.
Each one of these titles are drawn from the Old Testament prophets and taken together they weave a rich tapestry
of different aspects of Christ’s identity. If you reverse the first letter, they form an acrostic ERO-CRAS, Latin for | will

be with you tomorrow.

These antiphons or verses point to the immediacy of Christ’s coming amongst us, and it may seem odd to speak of an
immediacy when we are celebrating Christ’s incarnation over 2000 years ago. But the immediacy is still with us. Our
Gospel reading tells us to stay awake for we do not know on which day the Lord is coming. The instruction for us is to
live and to work in the ways that Christ has taught us and expects his followers to live, in the ways of loving God and
loving our neighbour as ourselves. We do this in the firm belief that Christ is present in the world, not only in the
stranger or in the persecuted but in our neighbours, the faces of the people we meet each day. | started working in
prisons in the mistaken belief that | was taking the Word of God in to prison, | soon realised that the love of Christ

had been there long before me, in the lives of prisoners and to those who worked there.

The great O antiphons frame the Magnificat, Mary’s hymn of praise and of humble acceptance of her chosen role.
Here Mary is anticipating the birth of a child, it is a song of hope and defiance that proclaims the reversal of worldly
expectations, the mighty are to be cast down, the lowly lifted up, the hungry filled with good things. Mary’s song
speaks of her faith, of her humility and of her expectations as she rejoices in God’s promises, The Advent O antiphons
show to us images of the identity of the one who will fulfil this promise. They are images that help to see Mary’s story
in a bigger eternal context. The Magnificat is a vision of God’s world as God would have it, and when it is surrounded

by the O antiphons, it is a vision of the universe as it was meant to be.

The challenge of Advent is not about countering the commercialisation of Christmas, it is a question of how we hold
in balance a vision of eternity in the everyday here and now, in the minutiae of everyday life. The Advent season
prepares us to focus our minds on the joyfulness of Christmas, that of hope, peace, love and goodwill, with the
expectation that Christ is waiting for us around the corner or is in the next room; that Christ will recognises in us the
works we do in his name, where those works are done out of love for God, and where we are seen as the bearers of

Christ’s light and hope and of his love and peace in what we do for our neighbour.



